
– Clean, safe and efficient seaways

Information from the 
Norwegian Coastal 
Administration regarding 
Svalbard 



The NCA broadcast navigational 
warnings for the Svalbard area: 

- NAVAREA warnings by satellite; and 

- Coastal warnings by NAVTEX.

Vessels are encouraged to contact
Vardø VTS if in need for assistance. 

Note: Vessels in a distress situation
that could lead to a Search and 
Rescue operation must contact the
Norwegian JRCC.

Vardø VTS



Modernization of Marine Aids to Navigation



Modernization of aero lights



Work done in 2022/2026

• Light (incl. racon) Sparreneset Hinlopen, 2022

• Light Sørgattet (Mesteinane cairn), 2023

• Establish sector lights Sørgattet, 2024

• IALA standard, 2024

• Plan for refurbish Akseløya 2026 (install Litus Lux)



Maritime lights: 19

Beacons/landmarks: 10

Cairns: 2

Racons: 3

Buoys: 3

Aero lights: 27

AtoNs

Note:
Vessels are encouraged to notify the NCA of casualties to 
lights, buoys and other aids to navigation.





19 AIS Shore-based stations operational in 
Svalbard

Angelinberget GF

Volgerberget GF



Shore-based AIS 
Svalbard



Pilotage on Svalbard

The NCA is responsible for the pilot service on Svalbard 

with pilots stationed in Longyearbyen. Due to the extra 

logistical challenges on Svalbard, we kindly ask vessels 

to:

• make their pre-notification as early as possible

• update the notification when necessary

• All cruise vessels must describe the voyage they 

intend to undertake in Svalbard for the 2026 season.

Note: The NCA might need several days pre-notification 

in order to position a pilot for assignments on Svalbard.











A total of 24 reference routes have been published for Svalbard (23. apr 2024)

A review has been made of the need for nautical surveying of the routes that were sent to the nautical charts. 
The Norwegian Hydrographic Service has prioritized the Norwegian Coastal Administration's input and the 
routes have now been updated with new sea measurements of those we can publish.

Routes are quality assured for vessels up to 150 meters length and 9 meters draught.



Experience from the mainland shows that useful 
information on routes is as important as the routes. 

Before publishing the routes, the NCA included route information on regulations 
and information services related to the routes – A common factsheet is attached 
to all Svalbard-routes including:

• General info on weather/climate, services, on charts and 

hydrography, and on communication. Information on pilotage, 

reporting, and on maritime regulations.

• Information on navigational warnings and emergency contact

• Ports

• Contact points

Also established formal cooperation with The Norwegian Hydrographic Service (Den norske los) 

on further nautical information.



Thank you for your attention

www.kystverket.no


